The Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival

REGIONAL AWARD WINNERS: What Next?


The Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival (KCACTF) is a national organization that exists to celebrate the educational and creative process of university and college theatre.  KCACTF promotes professional standards and provides students and faculty with opportunities to bridge the academic and professional worlds.  KCACTF honors achievements in diversity and excellence and encourages experiences in all areas of theatre.

Congratulations on your regional success with you Ten-Minute Play or One Act. As part of your award you are now in the finalist pool for the National Short Play Festival, to be held at the Kennedy Center. Four Regional Ten-Minute plays and playwrights and Four Finalist One-act plays and playwrights will receive a fellowship to participate in the national festival week at the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C. These decisions will be made by March 10, 2009.
If you and your play are invited to the National Festival, you will be in residence Tuesday April 14 through Sunday, April 19, 2009.

What next?  

Please read the following carefully and thoroughly.

1. Communication:

i. All communication from the KC regarding plans for the national festival week will occur by email.

ii. Please ensure that your regional playwriting chair has a current, working, email address for you.

iii. Please complete the form at the end of these pages and return it immediately, by email, to ghenry@kennedy-center.org, along with the current draft of your play and a brief press blurb/synopsis of the play.
iv. You are responsible for checking your email regularly and frequently – the KC will be sending mail to you at the address you submitted to your region.

v. Make sure you check your spam filter – KC mailings about the national festival may be going out to a list larger than your service provider will allow. Hotmail doesn’t like the Kennedy Center, so it’s particularly important for Hotmail users to check your spam filter regularly.
vi. Failure to respond to email from the KC puts you in danger of forfeiting your fellowship to the national festival.  Really.

2. If selected, your fellowship includes:

i. Round trip air transportation from your “home” airport – the closest major airport to your campus – to Washington, D.C. DO NOT MAKE YOUR OWN TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS.  The Kennedy Center cannot reimburse you for any expenses you incur yourself.

ii. Information regarding the many travel options from the airport to your hotel will be provided – but there will not be someone to meet you.

iii. A $12.50 per diem for one travel day in each direction.

iv. Shared lodging within the immediate vicinity of the Kennedy Center.  Questionnaires will be sent out to help match appropriate roommates.

v. A $25 per diem for meals while in D.C.  You will have to provide your social security number to receive the per diem; checks will be cut before your arrival in D.C. whenever possible.  Once in D.C. your festival name tag will allow access to the KC employee cafeteria and a 10% discount at the KC Café.

vi. One complimentary ticket to each KCACTF production at the KC.  

3. Your fellowship does not include:

i. Transportation to and from airports.

ii. Parking fees.

iii. Single accommodations.

iv. Someone to carry your luggage for you.

4. What to expect in Washington, D.C.

The national festival workshops and master classes are designed specifically for KCACTF award winners, and are by invitation only.  Please do not ask to bring observers of any sort to activities other than attendance at KCACTF invited productions and public symposia.  In D.C. expect – 

i. To have very busy days: workshops and master classes with fellow award recipients, led by major professionals in the field.   

ii. To attend (not optional) workshops and master classes: A typical day is scheduled from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.  A daily schedule will be provided on your arrival in D.C.

iii. To have evenings occupied with KCACTF invited productions or design response sessions.  

iv. To face warm wet weather; cool wet weather; beautiful weather; and pollen-filled weather.  Check the weather channel before you pack.  If you are prone to allergies be sure to bring appropriate medication.

v. To walk.  Your hotel will be in the immediate KC vicinity.  Georgetown – a great neighborhood of restaurants and shops – is a short 15-20 minute walk away for late evening dining. 
vi. To have very little free time.  

vii. To have a roommate – accommodations are double occupancy.

For more specifics on what you will be doing while at the national festival in Washington, D.C. please see the attached page for your award category.
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